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Legal interpretation based solely on the words, made without taking into account the 
context and the sys tem, extracted from reality and in violation of the most elementary 
rules of legal interpretation, results in an absurd situation, which can challenge the 
stability of the country as it tends to provoke institutional crisis, which in another form 
would not have existed. 
 
Being this, the National Parliament decrees, in terms of article 95, paragraph 1 and article 
165 of the Constitution of the Republic, the following with force of law: 
 
 

Article One  
Authentic Interpretation 

It is understood as the law in force in Timor-Leste on 19 May 2002, in terms of article 1 
of Law 2/2002 of 7 August, as every Indonesian law which was applied and was ‘de 
facto’ in force in East Timor, before the 25 October 1999 in terms of UNTAET 
Regulation 1/1999. 
 

Article 2 
Sources of Law 

1. Laws are the only immediate source of law in Timor-Leste. 
2. Laws are the generic disposition emanated from competent organs from the State; 
3. In Timor-Leste, the sources of law are: 

a) The Constitution of the Republic; 
b) The laws promulgated by the National Parliament and the Government; 
c) Supplementary, the regulations and other legal documents from UNTAET, 

while not revoked, as well as the Indonesian Laws in terms of article 1 of 
this Law. 

 
Article 3 

Effect 
This present law has effect from 20 May 2002 
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