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Landmark Judgment in Domestic Assault Case
On Friday 1 July 2005 Dili District Court sentenced a man convicted of beating his wife to a four month suspended sentence.  If the convicted man breaches the conditions of his suspended sentence he will face one year and four months in prison.  

The Judge found that on 20 May 2004 the accused had slapped his wife three times, kicked her in the stomach and threatened to kill her for not working hard enough. 

The accused was convicted of maltreatment under Art 351 of the Indonesian Penal Code, aggravated pursuant to Art 356 by the fact that the victim was his spouse.  The judge stated that the maximum sentence that could be imposed in this case would be two years and six months imprisonment.  In handing down a suspended sentence, however, the Court took into account the fact that the accused had already spent six months in pre-trial detention, his cooperation with authorities and the fact that the accused had been separated from his wife since his arrest. 

This is the first decision in a case of beating as domestic violence that JSMP has observed in Timor Leste since 2001. While domestic cases involving sexual assault or murder have gone to trial previously, cases of domestic assault have not usually proceeded to a decision in the formal justice system.  JSMP welcomes the judgment in this case as a positive development, indicating that domestic violence is being treated seriously by police and the courts.
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